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FIONA STANLEY HOSPITAL — MEMBER FOR KWINANA’S COMMENTS 

679. Mr M.H. TAYLOR to the Minister for Health: 
I note that the member for Kwinana was on radio 6PR yesterday afternoon talking about Fiona Stanley Hospital. 
Can the minister advise the house which comments about Fiona Stanley Hospital were incorrect? 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The minister is again being asked to comment not on the portfolio, but on whether the 
comments of the member for Kwinana were accurate. How can he possibly comment on the behaviour and 
performance of the member for Kwinana? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Further to that point of order—now I have the chance to say it—I am doing this because of 
my role as Minister for Health. The member was making comments on radio that related to a website containing 
comments he made about the history of Fiona Stanley Hospital—something with which I have been intimately 
involved. Some of those comments were provably wrong. That is the point I wish to make. They were provably 
wrong. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! The question is on Fiona Stanley Hospital. It is under the minister’s jurisdiction; 
I will allow the question. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
I was very surprised when I heard the member for Kwinana on 6PR. Paul Murray made some comment that he 
had read something written by the member that made him see the full, proper history of what happened to 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. I had not seen that document before, so I went to the member’s website to read what he 
said. What an absolute joke! In a two-and-a-half page comment sheet, seven parts of it have statements that are 
provably, factually wrong—and two of them are gross exaggerations! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I will first go through the most obvious of the things that are provably wrong. The member 
wrote — 

The Gallop and Carpenter governments set aside funds in a special account with $2.2 billion for the 
construction of the hospital. 

The member for West Swan would know that that is wrong because she was working in Treasury and was on the 
Reid Health Reform Committee that looked through that. She would know that that is a provably wrong 
statement. To see the amounts put aside, all we have to do is go back to the Treasury documents of 2008. If we 
do that, we notice that $1.09 billion was put aside in the first instance, when the overall budget was about 
$1.5 billion; and then it was pumped up to $1.3 billion in the midyear review of 2008, when the 
Labor government saw that the costs for its change in priority had blown out to $1.75 billion. Under Labor, these 
are the dates the hospital was going to be ready and the amount of money it had for it: In 2005, it was 
$420 million, with it opening in 2010; still in 2005, it was up to $742 million, and opening in 2011; still in 
2005—so just three months later—it was up to $1.092 billion, and opening in 2012. Over one year, it had gone 
up two years in the time it was going to open. Its final configuration, in 2006, was $1.762 billion, which was the 
final figure, and the opening was to be in 2014. In that short space of time, over less than two years, the previous 
Labor government’s budget for Fiona Stanley Hospital blew out four years on its opening date. The figure of 
$2.2 billion is not correct; the amount put in that account at the end was around $1.3 billion. Remember that that 
was just an offset account. The then government said it put the money in; alternatively, it would have been 
paying off debt. It was surplus from the year put into an offset account. 
What else was wrong? The member for Kwinana wrote — 

With architects appointed and earth works begun, … 
That is a gross exaggeration. Just before the election, the block was cleared just to make it look good. The 
member for Kwinana further wrote — 

In early 2009, the government appointed builder Brookfield Multiplex, and the construction start date 
moved from late-2008 to mid-2009. 
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We got in only in late 2008, and it certainly was not ready to go. The design was only part way through—there 
was a huge amount of work to finish the design. Therefore, it is certainly not correct to say that it was pushed 
out. He said the opening date was pushed out to 2014. The opening date under the member for Kwinana’s 
government was 2014! April 2014 was set by Jim McGinty. That statement was wrong. The member for 
Kwinana’s document refers to $118 million paid to Serco for a hospital with no patients; that, again, is provably 
wrong. The $118 million will pay for Serco up until April 2015, when there will be patients in. So, that is 
provably wrong. The member for Kwinana referred to the comment of Treasury — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I will call you to order for the first time. Minister, you have had 
nearly three minutes for this answer, so I am going to give you another minute. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have only two points to go. The member for Kwinana said that Treasury was given only 
two weeks to make its assessment. This is something that was raised by the Education and Health Standing 
Committee, and, again, is provably wrong. The committee was given documents that showed Treasury had those 
documents for six weeks and not two weeks. Again, that is provably wrong. 

The last issue is the member’s comment about a $370 million blowout. I have explained to this house over and 
again that that is provably wrong. The committee did not include that in its report, but the member got up and 
said that in Parliament. It was not included in the committee’s report, because it is wrong. The budget included 
an amount to cover all health information technology stuff, but it was taken out by Treasury and then given back 
to us, so the member’s comment is clearly and provably not a fact. This member either tells untruths or 
exaggerates over and again to try to rewrite history. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member’s comments are not true and are provably wrong. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. 
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